Implementing MRRP:

Material Distribution
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Disseminating the educational materials created through MRRP can be tricky.  Consider the target audience and the most appropriate method to encourage them to read the materials.  You don’t want your printed materials to be tossed aside before their message is given to the appropriate people!

Anglers

1) Distribution with licenses: Licenses are purchased through the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission website, at local tackle shops, marinas, fish camps, county tag agencies and department stores.  You may be able to put up a display or request that agents hand out flyers or brochures when a license is sold. It may also be possible to mail flyers or brochures to license holders in your area. Contact Jessica Koelsch at the Ocean Conservancy at 727-895-2188 Ext. 14 for information about mailing brochures to licensed anglers in your area. 

2) Fishing tournaments: Perhaps one of the best methods for getting materials into the hands of anglers is through fishing tournaments.  Goody bags and incentive prizes are usually provided to attendees at children’s and adult’s fishing tournaments.  Provide brochures, flyers, and stickers to tournament officials to insert into the handout bags or assist with “bag stuffing”.  You may also consider providing a free gift such as a floating key chain or nylon bag for fishing line. 

3) Fishing expositions: Put up an educational display at fishing expos and hand out stickers, flyers and brochures about your program.   You can also offer a T-shirt or poster as a raffle item to encourage visitation to your booth.

4) Tackle shops and department store displays: Purchase inexpensive cardboard brochure holders and provide them to Wal-Mart, K-mart and tackle shops to display flyers and brochures on their counters.  Take a survey of businesses that will display the brochures before ordering the holders, as many businesses may not have the counter-space to spare, especially small tackle shops.   

5) Presentations to fishing clubs - The best way to get the message out about recycling that ensures the message is received clearly is to hand out materials personally.  Get a list of fishing clubs in the area and contact them.  They will be more than happy to have you speak at their meetings and you can receive some excellent feedback and suggestions as well.

General Public & Other Waterway Users

1) Festivals and Fairs - Set up a display and hand out materials at fairs, environmental festivals, art expositions, and springtime events.  Children can be targeted at school events and summer camps. 

2) Clubs – Offer to speak at garden clubs, boat clubs, volunteer groups, homeowners associations, and other gatherings of community members.  These people can become your biggest advocates and potential volunteers!

3) School presentations – Attend K-12 environmental week, career days, or other events where speakers are asked to present to school aged children.  Hand out small stickers, brochures, and flyers.  

4) Marinas and boat ramps – Attach brochure holders to existing boat ramps and marina information kiosks or signs.  Make sure that the brochures are shielded from wind and weather if they are to be left outside and list a phone number on the display for more information.  You may also be able to place a small brochure holder on their countertop or place brochures in an existing information rack.

